
 

 

14 December 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: End of term and an update on Covid control measures 

This has been an exciting term at The Vale. Students have been working hard and academy life has largely 

returned to normal. We have been proud of how students have settled back to school and have applied 

themselves to all aspects of their learning. Year 11 and 13 have worked especially well and the Year 11 

performance in October mocks was extremely pleasing. We are expecting even better from them in the 

current mock examinations and look forward to celebrating these in the new year. 

We are so pleased that our live Christmas concert has returned and are looking forward to being able to host 

more music and performance events in 2022. Students were excited to perform and play in front of a live 

audience and the concert was a great success.   

Visits and trips have also returned and are once again part of academy life. Year 7 and Year 8 visited the 

pantomime, and we enjoyed our first visit to Dallowgill (which is featured in this term’s Vale Views). 

Students have benefitted significantly from these enrichment opportunities, and we will continue to use 

these experiences in 2022 to strengthen and deepen students’ learning. 

A full overview of this term’s news can be found in the autumn term edition of Vale Views Newsletters - The 

Vale Academy 

As previously published, the academy closes for the Christmas holidays at 15.10 on Thursday 16 December. 

As you may be aware, all secondary schools have been asked to provide an on-site LFD test for students on 

their return in January. To enable us to carry out the testing, we will be operating a staggered return as 

outlined below: 

Tuesday 4 January 8.45: students in Years 10 and 11 

Tuesday 4 January 13.00: students in Years 12 and 13 

Wednesday 5 January 8.45: students in Years 7, 8 and 9 

We will not test your child if we have not received consent; please follow this link to give your  

https://forms.office.com/r/XK5LB81ubU 

Students should test over the holidays in line with national guidance. This means that they should test if they 

will be in a high-risk situation that day and before visiting people who are at higher risk of severe illness if 

they get COVID-19. Students are also advised to test at home 3-4 days prior to returning to school. Supplies 

of testing kits are available for students to collect from the dining room at break time every day. 

On return in January, we will continue to implement a range of control measures in line with national 

guidelines which include the wearing of face coverings in all communal areas and on school/ public transport 

(unless exemptions apply). 

https://www.valeacademy.org.uk/knowledge-base/newsletters/
https://www.valeacademy.org.uk/knowledge-base/newsletters/
https://forms.office.com/r/XK5LB81ubU


 

 In addition, we will continue to: 

• Strongly encourage all staff and students to complete twice weekly LFD tests.  

• Maximise ventilation of classrooms. 

• Carry out additional cleaning, with a focus on frequently touched surfaces. 

• Use fogging machines to clean communal areas and classrooms on a rota basis   

• Carry out activities such as PE outside, as much as possible. 

• Encourage hand and respiratory hygiene amongst staff and pupils. 

• Ask parents and visitors to take a LFD test before coming into school. 

• Advise visitors to stay away if they have any symptoms.  

 
As before, your child should continue to attend school unless they develop symptoms of Covid-19 or are 
unwell. If they do develop symptoms, please keep your child at home and book a PCR test for them. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

I hope that you and your family enjoy a peaceful and restful Christmas and look forward to welcoming your 

children back to the academy in 2022.    

 

With best wishes   

 

 
Mrs N Williams 

Principal  

 

 

 

 


