
 

 

Ref: CZ/PSH 

 

22 March 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

At The Vale Academy we are very keen to support and encourage students to become independent, creative 
and curious learners who are able to lead and direct their own learning.  To help with this, I have organised for 
our Year 7 students to take part in an independent learner project.  This will enable them to direct their own 
learning on a project of their own choice.  Hopefully your son or daughter has already spoken to you about this 
project and has started to develop ideas about possible starting points. 

Over the next few weeks each student will choose a project, develop it and present it after school, along with 
the other students in their year.  Each student will be allocated an exam desk and will present their project 
alongside their name and an evaluation/feedback sheet.  Parents, carers, family members and staff will be 
invited to look at the students’ work and will be able to give positive written feedback to students at the 
event.  There will also be an opportunity to vote for your favourite projects and a ‘People’s Choice’ award will 
be presented to the top ten students in each year group. 

Please try to encourage your son or daughter in developing their project, particularly in working 
independently.  If you can support your child in any way, by discussing their ideas or giving advice, that would 
be great.  I have talked to students in assembly about the project and suggested lots of different ways that 
they could present them.  Every student has also been given a booklet outlining the process they could use. 
The project does not have to be in booklet form (although it can be), it could be in the form of an artwork, a 
film, music, an experiment, a written research project or something of their own choice.  I have encouraged 
students to try to think about different ways to present their work and students have also been working with 
tutors to develop their project ideas. 

You will be able to come to the presentation of the projects after school on the following day: 

  Thursday 28 April 2022 between 3.30-5.00pm in the academy gym  

Please feel free to email or ring me at the academy if you have any questions or queries about the project. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs C Zietsman 
Assistant Principal 
 


