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It has been an exciting term at The 
Vale, as you can see in the following 
pages. Students have been working 
hard and academy life has largely 
returned to normal. We are really 
proud our students’ achievements, 
and the following pages showcase 
these. We have been really proud of 
how students have settled back to 
school and have been working really 
hard this term. Year 11 and 13 have 
worked especially well and the Year 11 
performance in October mocks was 
extremely pleasing. We are expecting 
even better from them in the current 
mock examinations and look forward 
to celebrating these in the new year.

We are so pleased that the live 
Christmas concert has returned and 
are looking forward to being able to 
host more music and performance 
events in 2022. Although the concert 
was too late in the term to feature in 

this addition of the Vale Views, students 
were excited to perform and play in front 
of a live audience and the concert was 
a great success. 
 
Visits and trips have also returned and 
are once again part of academy life. 
Year 7 and Year 8 visited the pantomime 
and we enjoyed our first visit to Dallowgill 
(which is featured in this term’s Vale 
Views). Students have benefitted 
significantly from these enrichment 
opportunities and we will continue to use 
these experiences in 2022 to strengthen 
and deepen students’ learning and 
experiences.

Please enjoy this term’s Vale Views and 
we would like to take the opportunity to 
wish you a restful and peaceful holiday 
and a Happy New Year.

Hello, and welcome to this 
term’s Vale Views



Celebrating 25 years of Dowa Methodist School

Back in 1996 students and staff at The Vale set out on an ambitious fund-raising project to set 
up a school in Dowa, Republic of Benin, West Africa. The project was led by former staff 
member Andre Hounkpatin and was hugely successful. The school is now thriving and has 
continued to retain close links with The Vale. We are delighted that Andre, who is now retired, 
returned to visit us with an update of the school’s 25th anniversary. We are planning further 
events in early 2022 with more details to follow.

Ready, Steady, Cook

Our Student Leadership students were asked what 
could they do to raise money for two designated 
charities?  The answer was to appeal to what other 
students like best – chocolate and cake.  Yum.  

A raffle would be run with a single prize – a hamper 
full of chocolate. The ‘bake sale commenced  with 
the leadership students baking the cakes in-house 
one morning and selling them the next day during 
lunch time.  The challenge, more like Masterchef 
than Bake Off, was enjoyed by all and a great 
number of fairy cakes and shortbread were baked, 
lovingly decorated and quickly snapped up when 
put on sale.

All money collected from the cakes and chocolate 
hamper raffle will be shared between Water Aid 
and Cancer Research.
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Our First Dallowgill Experience
Annalise and Karlie eagerly related their visit to 
Dallowgill.  Leaving The Vale after lunch, the 
students arrived about two hours later and 
immediately set off for a short walk around the 
area.  Taking off muddy shoes, the girls 
changed into slippers.  The DIY evening meal 
was pizza with students making their own base 
and stacking it with tasty toppings.  It was 
accompanied by a yogurt and a drink.  After 
tea, once it stopped raining, the campfire was 
lit, and marshmallows toasted. This was 
accompanied by hot chocolate too.

Bedtime should have been 10pm.  
However, excited wakefulness extended 
into the night with the knock-on problem of 
not being able to get up on time for a 
breakfast of chocolate porridge.

The walk today was longer, through the 
trees and included sight of a large bird of 
prey wheeling overhead and a look at the 
Greygarth monument, built of sandstone 
and commemorating Queen Victoria’s 
diamond jubilee (1897). The church next 
door to the centre, was built in 1843-46 and 
is a simple in design with a font that caught 
the eye of the students as they returned to 
base.  Then it was back in the mini van and 
the trip back to school.  

About Daghill
First built in 1640, the building was the Dallowgill C of E 
school. Situated on the eastern side of the Dales 
National Park, west of Ripon, it has swapped hands 
many times until being acquired and refurbished by 
the Delta Trust to be used, once again, as an outdoor 
centre, this time for all our Academies.

Although on this occasion the weather was wet, the 
National Park has been designated a Dark Skies area 
(free from light pollution) making it idea for star 
gazing, too.
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Le Français
French is the language Jayden first 
started learning in Y3 whilst at Scotter 
primary school.  Although it can be 
confusing at first, it soon became fun 
and now, in Y8 he relishes the chance to 
speak French in class.  Having a good 
teacher encourages confidence and 
learning, he says.  It is useful for holidays 
and opens opportunities for 
international jobs.  To this end, he is keen 
to learn more.  He recommends 
everyone should learn a second 
language and he’d like to see language 
study compulsory in schools. The next 
language he’d like to learn is German.

We asked three Y7 students about English 
at The Vale.  Suzie, Annabell and Oskar 
emphasised the importance of reading 
and said how much they liked our library 
that had a great choice of reading books.  
Oskar is an avid reader having worked his 
way through all the Harry Potter series with 
the last, The Cursed Child, his favourite.  
He also said how much he liked the 
current class reading, The Machine 
Gunners.  Finding it interesting he’s keen 
to know what happens next.

English
Nia won the Delta poetry competition with a 
poem inspired by the book she was reading 
entitled ‘I am Malala.’  Whilst studying the story, 
Nia came to see just how extraordinary Malala 
was.  On the day she was shot, everything seemed 
so ordinary, a situation Nia found haunting. 

The competition was open to all Delta Trust 
Students and was introduced by videos with 
scenarios of struggle and overcoming it.  She 
immediately thought of the book and was able to 
write down all her perceptions of Malala in this 
poem.

Nia has an upcoming BBC radio  broadcast, the 
details of which are  still to be defined. Nia likes the 
creativity of English  literature, preferring to read, 
rather than write.  She likes fantasy and action and 
would recommend The Maze Runner as well as  I 
am Malala.

Congratulations on your win, Nia.

J’habite dans une maison à Scotter en 
Angleterre.  Je trouve que mon village 
est tranquille et assez petit.

J’ai les cheveux blondes et les yeux 
bruns. Je suis petit et maigre.

Mon sport préféré est le foot car c’est 
amusant et passionant.  De L’autre part 
je déteste le golf car ce n’est pas pour 
moi.

Mon college est à Brigg. S’appelle Vale 
Academy.  Ma matière préféré est le 
français car mon prof est tres sympa.

An extraordinary child,
With heart full of love,
Fighting for peace,
She would speak of
An extraordinary topic,
A worldwide problem,
Fighting for all women,
Her voice would blossom.
An extraordinary girl,
On a regular day,
A man, a gun and a bullet
Would send the girl away.
An extraordinary doctor, 
Saving the girl’s life,
Even with a bullet through her head
She continued to strive.
An extraordinary country,
Beautiful and new,
She explored it whilst fighting,
With world leaders she knew.
An extraordinary child,
Said a famous quote
One child, one teacher, one book and one
Can change the world.

Students on Subjects

Malala

Suzie, who wants to pursue a career as an English 
teacher, prefers to read non-fiction, reality texts such 
as Bill Bryson, Down Under.  She likes to write diary 
entries for the characters she has been reading 
about.

The starters in class are a good way of getting your 
head in gear.

Surprisingly, all three students preferred to read a 
printed book than use a device such as Kindle.

Our Student Leadership students were asked what 
could they do to raise money for two designated 
charities?  The answer was to appeal to what other 
students like best – chocolate and cake.  Yum.  

A raffle would be run with a single prize – a hamper 
full of chocolate. The ‘bake sale commenced  with 
the leadership students baking the cakes in-house 
one morning and selling them the next day during 
lunch time.  The challenge, more like Masterchef 
than Bake Off, was enjoyed by all and a great 
number of fairy cakes and shortbread were baked, 
lovingly decorated and quickly snapped up when 
put on sale.

All money collected from the cakes and chocolate 
hamper raffle will be shared between Water Aid 
and Cancer Research.

Art
Toby
Y11 student, Toby, says art is relaxing and fun, as 
well as a gateway to a career.  He shrugs and 
tells me, ‘lots of practise is the way to improve.’ 
It’s the same with his music.  Toby plays guitar but 
does not take grades, preferring to keep trying 
until he can play it as the way to improve.  

 It was the Vale’s diverse art lessons that first 
introduced Toby to drawing with the humble 
biro.  Now, it is his preferred medium to draw and 
shade with. Toby has always felt encouraged by 
his teacher to try again if it doesn’t go right first 
time.  Positivity is the greatest support.  Toby says 
he started art at home with his artist brother. 
They would pick something to draw and see who 
could do it best.  Toby’s favourite is drawing 
cartoon characters.

Lexi
Lexi is also a year 11 student.  She started by 
digitally drawing Disney cartoons and after a lot 
of practise moved on to realism.  She uses an 
ipad and apple pencil and the Pro-create app 
to create her pieces with, but she also draws 
paper portraits.  Lexi has been encouraged in 
art by her artist parents, copying what they did 
before launching her own creative style.  Lexi is 
taking GCSE but at the moment, wants to keep 
her considerable talent as a hobby.  She said she 
doesn’t like the idea of having to create, such as 
a career in art would demand, preferring to 
draw as and when the mood takes her.  It 
depends on what comes her way.

Lexi has always felt supported and encouraged 
by her teacher and has enjoyed exploring 
different artists and various techniques shown 
her since Y7.



We are proud to say that Jasmine, one of 
our Year 10 GCSE music students, has 
achieved a distinction for her grade 8 
violin examination. She scored 138 out of 
150, one of the highest results that has 
ever been gained by a student at the 
Vale Academy and an amazing feat for a 
14-year-old. Jasmine is also studying for 
her grade 8 piano and flute.  Outstanding.  
Well done Jasmine!

Sometimes, when we get an idea, it is the greatest 
thing since sliced bread, as they say.  It’s the perfect 
idea for making us rich.  From concept to putting 
money in the till, is far from easy.  In Technology, 
students look at the viability of an idea.  Given the 
theme of pewter jewellery, the students consider the 
client they are to design for - a local art gallery owner.  
To do this, they need to research who the jewellery is 
to be sold to, the style, what it should be made of, 
price, packaging etc.  

To help with this, the owner of Steel Rooms art gallery 
and café in Brigg, came into the Academy to answer 
the students’ questions.  They asked about current 
trends, whether pewter would be a good material, a 
possible price point and how to present it.

Julie showed samples of the bags used by  The Steel 
Rooms, pointing out the paper bags are eco friendly 
and so is the tissue purchases are wrapped in.  The 
font is modern, and was specially designed.

Although handmade jewellery is more expensive than 
commercially made jewellery, it is higher quality and 
often unique – made to last a lifetime.  Instead of a 
cellophane bag, it can be packaged to match the 
quality and can emphasize a brand name.  

That’s a lot to think about to bring an initial idea 
successfully to the point of sale – or in this case, to 
good GCSE grades but many thanks to Julie for 
answering all our questions.

    

Congratulations
to Jasmine

Idea-design-sell

Students are shown the importance 
of quality packaging and good shop 
displays to help market a quality 
product.

Following Dreams

Following Dreams

Buckets of Rhythm

Meet Archie, Owen Adam and Tyler, four 
footballers who know how to reach for the 
top.  Already, these Y7 students play for the 
Brigg Town football team as U12s.  Owen 
started with the team seven years ago, and 
his two friends since nursery, have now been 
playing for one to two years, too.  The boys 
came up to the Vale from St Mary’s.  

They train on Thursdays and play on Saturdays 
and have two cup games coming up.  They 
also play for our Academy team.  During 
holidays, there is extra training.  The boys 
expressed much appreciation for the support 
of their parents.

They mostly play in a black and white jersey  
but have several variations including a 
practise jersey.  The team is sponsored by 

local people/companies. When asked about 
their success, Owen reeled off the results of 
some recent games, including a friendly with 
Broughton, 4-0, a draw against Winterton and 
Bottesford and a 2-0 win against the All Stars.

The team is in the top league and the boys 
strive to be as good as they can be while still 
being a team player.

Archie dreams of playing for Leeds United, 
while Owen and Tyler have Manchester 
United in their sights. Their enthusiasm for the 
beautiful game is summed up with a softly 
spoken comment, “Football is life for us.”

Oddly, the boys are adamant the team plays 
better in the rain.  
 

Stomp is a relatively new musical idea 
(1991) and involves using everyday objects 
to make rhythm-filled music.  Our students 
used buckets to drum on and one added 
the sound of the spiral bound planner 
against the hard plastic chair.  Given 
certain things their work had to include – 
such as a pause, they worked it out as a 
teach and each group showcased their 
composition to the rest of the class.
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“Football is life for us.”



Stomp is a relatively new musical idea 
(1991) and involves using everyday objects 
to make rhythm-filled music.  Our students 
used buckets to drum on and one added 
the sound of the spiral bound planner 
against the hard plastic chair.  Given 
certain things their work had to include – 
such as a pause, they worked it out as a 
teach and each group showcased their 
composition to the rest of the class.
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Every year on the 11th of November, we remember 
the thousands of soldiers, most of them young, who 
died for our country, with the Last Post preceding a 
two-minute silence.  In a ceremony organised by 
Brigg Town council, we joined other schools for the 
planting of the crosses.  Our students read poems 
by Wilfred Owen before the crosses are placed in 
the garden beside the cenotaph.  So why one cross 
spare?  The work to identify the fallen of the wars is 
ongoing and one young man is to recently be 
returned home and it for him that we plant the 
cross before his name is added to the memorial.  
Many of us navigate the roundabout every day but 
this is the time to poignantly remember what the list 
of one hundred and forty-eight names means. By 
remembering, we honour the dead and pray that 
a war like those past, will never happen again.

Five members of the Student Leadership Team 
attended the ceremony and helped to plant 
crosses as well as laying a wreath.  Students 
represented the Academy at the Remembrance 
ceremony held there on Sunday.

149 crosses and 
148 names

The student leadership have been busy this term, 
and amongst the many things they have done, is 
help to pack food hampers with The  Forge Project, 
Scunthorpe and Brigg Rotary Club.

With food stuffs donated by local businesses, the 
bulk packs are split into approx. 80 boxes 
containing fresh and pre-packaged foods.  
Hopefully, it will bring some Christmas cheer to the 
more needy of our community.

Help with Hampers

Students are shown the importance 
of quality packaging and good shop 
displays to help market a quality 
product.

This year there is an exciting Christmas treat for 
both year 7’s and year 8’s with a trip to see the 
outrageous Annie Fanny in the pantomime Dick 
Whittington, at the Baths Hall in Scunthorpe. This 
annual tradition was missed last year but will 
happen on the 9th and 10th of December, just in 
time to get us in the mood for Christmas.

We’re Going 
to the Panto

Proud Thursdays

This term, we’ve had loads of student work worthy of being 
showcased with our Proud Thursdays on Twitter.  Follow us 
@TVAbrigg for weekly posts of student work.

Showcase of students’ work



Years 7, 8 and 10 boys football teams.

Our team spirit is whole once again.  Football 
teams, netball and badminton are again 
competing against other teams.

A fantastic evening of Badminton was hosted by 
The Vale when the A team progressed to the 
Scunthorpe Schools Final of the Badminton 
finishing top of their group.  Teams A, B and C – 
are Olli, Max, Mason, Jack, Alex, Alex, Theo, 
Hubert, Oscar and Jamie.

Below is the KS4 boys badminton who got through 
to the finals, and although they played well, didn’t 
make it through.

Teams Return to Sports
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Karate Fun

Karate was originally designed for civilians to defend 
against soldiers and is an individual martial arts form.  
There are six belts to be gained as the practitioner 
improves their skills.  

It takes years of training to reach the top and last 
summer, Karate was included in the Olympics for the 
first time.

Some of our students were lucky enough to get an 
introduction to Karate from Hayden Lindley of ACMAC 
inspire.  It looked like a game of tag but of course, the 
purpose here was to see how well you can dodge 
being caught.  Then, to the delight of the students, 
they were introduced to the high kick.  It certainly had 
them smiling and eager to join in with something a 
little different from usual.

At the end of November, KS3 girls A & B 
badminton teams qualified to go through to 
finals night.

(Left) Good luck to you, girls.

Badminton



Sixer for the Day
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As part of our extensive programme to prepare 
Year 11 students for the next stage of their 
education, we held a ‘Sixth former for a Day’ event 
in October to enable students to experience life in 
the sixth form. Students were able to make use of 
our extensive sixth form facilities, including 
throughout the day and take part in taster A level 
lessons such as maths, English, history, geography, 
criminology, sociology, psychology, computer 
science, media, music, art, drama, chemistry and 
biology. They also looked at study skills and finished 
the day with some fun team building exercises. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to enjoy the sixth form 
and we look forward to some more taster days in 
the spring when we will be looking at vocational 
courses and apprenticeship opportunities.

Going Up

Map reading is being able to look at a one-dimensional 
representation and transfer it into the three-dimensional 
world around you.  One feature on the map are wavy 
lines, sometimes very close together, that represent rises in 
land and how quickly it rises. These are contour lines.  
Students were asked to model land to show understanding 
of contours. Just look at the brilliant results here!  No 
wonder the students are happy to show off their work.

What Y7 say about Geography

‘The topics are really interesting. Sometimes it can be hard 
but the teacher helps you.’ 
Gaby

‘It’s good to explore places and make contour models.’  
Matthew

What Y7 say about History

‘Sir makes it very interesting. I like 
learning about the Norman 
Conquest.’ 
Ellie

‘Teachers make it fun.’  
Robyn

‘It’s good learning about different 
time periods.’  
Matthew

Teachers make it fun and help 
you.’ Suzie

‘We do creative tasks in lesson.’ 
Gaby

Nuru studies the effects of 
window light on an object 
during a Photography Club 
session. Below,  Nuru’s 
photograph from a fun session 
using glass balls to 
photograph through, Connie 
proudly displays a beautiful 
Christmas tree made at one 
of Mrs McLaren’s amazing 
craft sessions.  

Two more
clubs



Help Yourself to a Better Grade

Yes please, I’ll have some of that!  How can I 
do it?
 
At The Vale, one of our aims is to see each 
and every child finish year 11 with the best 
qualifications they can possibly get, 
-regardless of ability or any other factor.  
One way we do this is by offering access to 
GCSEPOD.  So what is it?

GCSEs are important to students because 
they are the first exams that springboard 
them on the path to a career, job or 
apprenticeship.  Hence, Y10 & Y11 can be a 
stressful time for all and the need for support 
is high.  First, both parents/carers need to 
know how to break down what needs 
learning into small, digestible chunks.  Along 
with this is how to break it down and ways of 
revising. 

By offering all of this GCSEpod gives a 
platform students and parents can dip into 
as many times as is necessary, at any time, 
for any subject.  And they boast regular use 
of this site can boost an exam result by a 
whole grade.

Amber is The Vale’s top user of both GCSE 
POD and Hegarty Maths. An achievement 
not to be sneezed at. After receiving an 
Amazon voucher as a reward, Amber told us 
what her secret is. ‘I want to do as well as I 
can in everything.’ Amber doesn’t just say 
this, she puts it into all her subjects.  Though 
she admits she is not so good at Maths as 
English, her real love is geography and 
history. Amber has her future mapped out as 
a geography teacher.

On the subject of Hegarty Maths, Amber 
says when she gets a question wrong, it goes 
to a video showing an example.  This can be 
played as many times as needed.  Amber 
finds it particularly helpful for backing up 

classroom learning and for revision to refresh 
and further understand methods.  She 
spends time on Hegarty regularly twice a 
week and she credits it for improving her 
grades in Y11.  She surmises that Y11 makes 
work more imperative with exams upcoming 
at the end of the year.  Online learning is 
useful, she says, because if you get frustrated 
you can stop and have a break.  Something 
that is not possible in the classroom.

Geography and history are available via 
GCSE Pod. Amber has a special interest in 
human geography, learning about 
urbanisation and the effects of natural 
hazards on us. She is interested in learning 
what happened in  WWII and understanding 
the horror of it. Amber also finds sciences on 
GCSE Pod good to study, too. 

Cameron, a regular user of Hegarty maths, 
says it is the perfect learning resource and 
that it really has enhanced his learning 
‘100%’.  

So what makes it so successful. Firstly, it 
appeals to the younger generation’s love of 
technology as it can be accessed by most 
devices students own or have access to.  
Cameron openly admits he wasn’t getting 
on very well with maths. However, his grades 
have shot up, supported by constant use of 
Hegarty Maths and his teachers.  Homework 
can be set and staff can access Hegarty 
Maths to see what students are looking at 
and how well they are getting on with it.  It 
then makes it easier for teachers to see 
where students are struggling and 
subsequently give further support. 

Cameron says he especially likes it for 
revision.
  
He is also one of the top users of GCSEPOD.  
Tasks can be set by teachers, and many are 
multiple choice questions.  Cameron finds it 
especially useful for technology.  It has many 
embedded videos.  

Both these online resources reduce the 
pressure students can feel during their GCSE 
year.
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Primary Maths
Challenge – it’s back!

For the first time since Covid-19 the annual 
Primary Maths Challenge was held at The 
Vale.

Five schools, Scawby Academy, Broughton 
Primary, Wrawby St Mary’s CofE Primary, 
Brigg Primary and St Barnabas, CofE 
Primary battled for first place with teams 
from Y3 & Y4 and Y5 & Y6.

Flexing the grey matter with a series of 
fiendish, quickfire questions, the teams 
worked their way through all the rounds. 
At the end of each, staff from the maths 
department, collected answers and 
marked them, double checking results.

This year’s top maths experts were Scawby 
Y3 & Y4 who won by a clear margin.  
Broughton fought their way to second 
place, closely followed by Wrawby third.  
The older pupils, Y5 & Y6 of St Barnabas 
triumphed with first place, with Wrawby 
second, and Scawby third.

Well done to all who took part. It was great 
to see you.



Our Popular Drama Club

This half term has seen the introduction of the new Vale 
Drama Club especially for Key Stage 3 students. The 
group proved very popular with Vale students with 54 
students attending the first after school session. Due to its 
popularity, Mrs Carmichael has decided to split the group 
into 2 smaller groups, with over 25 Year 7 students 
attending every other week, while 30 Year 8 and 9 
students attend the alternative session. 

The students have already had fun getting to know one 
another with lots of games and activities designed to 
boost confidence and develop drama skills. The students 
have used physical theatre, creating objects and places 
and even created their own planet, which they arrived at 
on their very imaginative physical theatre spaceships. The 
students have also been working on paired pieces and 
whole group pieces of drama inspired by a drama group 
called Frantic Assembly. 

It is not too late to join the drama group, which takes 
place every Thursday from 3:10- 4pm. If you would like any 
further information, please speak to the drama staff. 

This half term we have welcomed 23 year 5 students from 
three different primary schools to start learning the violin. 
Two fabulous teachers from North Lincolnshire Music 
Support Service have been working with the violinists, 
and they are already playing tunes together after just 
three weeks! The students will soon have the chance to 
perform to their parents/carers as part of a Christmas 
presentation. 

Valeissimo
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Three Chilling Tales from our Young Authors

The Scream 

Awaking to the sound of a bitter, 
cold-hearted scream, I swiftly jumped out 
my warm, cosy bed and stumbled 
towards the window.  The darkness 
enveloped my sight outside.  However, I 
could make out the slight light of a dim 
source somewhere below – but where?  I 
took it upon myself to embrace the bitter 
coldness and nail-biting, frightening 
experience and walk over to the source of 
light.  As I gained confidence and edged 
myself closer, I saw it.  An indescribably 
scream of utter pain and agony filled my 
ears but that sight scarred my memory 
eternally…

By Thomas

Creatures

“Why did you do it?” she dared to ask, not 
exactly wanting to know the answer.
“Revenge,” the silhouette’s voice replied.
The heavy rain poured down the girl’s 
forehead almost aggressively.  Her heart 
pounded so loudly it could be heard in 
her ears.  The shadow rushed to the girl 
and stared deep into her eyes.
It pulled a knife to her throat.  “Night, night 
little girl,” the monster snarled and pushed 
the blade into her throat.
She screamed.  She knew it would be her 
last.  As she slumped lifeless to the floor, 
the apparition slunk back into the 
darkness.

By Rosie

Thunder Strikes 

We had used our imaginations to their 
furthest extent, watching raindrops race 
on the windowpane.  Eventually, to cure 
our endless boredom,  we decided to 
predict which crack of thunder would be 
the last.
“Hey, why don’t we go outside?  C’mon, 
it’ll be an adventure.”
So that’s what we did.  And that’s what we 
have been doing for the past half hour.  It 
took some time to get used to the rain on 
our faces but we did.  We were just playing 
around.  Crash!  Lightning.
“Jess!”
“Argh!”  Then… it was over.  Just like that.

By Calice

Spine Tinglingly
Fabulous
38 students in Year 8 and 9 have been lucky 
and talented enough to have their mini 
sagas selected to be included in the Young 
Writers’ Spine Chillers anthology. They had to 
use their imagination to create a ‘spine 
chiller’ that was no more than 100 words. We 
hope that their work may be selected in the 
finals in November where they will be 
awarded £50 and a trophy. Well done and 
good luck to all of them.
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What a Result!

Ex-student Hits the Right Notes

What a wonderful occasion our sixth 
form results day was. It was a proud 
day for parents, students and staff 
who worked so hard to achieve their 
wonderful results. Our students have 
now gone their separate ways to 
either university, apprenticeships or 
employments where they are doing 
very well. Four of our students deserve 
notable praise gaining A * in all three 
A levels; Oliver who is studying 
medicine at Sheffield university, James 
who is studying electronic and 
information engineering at Imperial 
College, London, Hannah who is 
studying archaeology at Cambridge 
university and Noah who is studying 
civil engineering at Leeds university.  

Oliver started music in Y7, looking up to those who already played in the orchestra at the Christmas 
concert.  This year, we are looking up to Oliver.  

Quickly working his way through the grades, mentored by our amazing peri staff, Oliver stay for two more  
A-Level years at Brigg Sixth form. He finally flew the nest, moving on to the Royal Northern College of 
Music in 2017, having achieved two Grade 8 distinctions in clarinet and alto saxophone and a string of 
successes with competitions.  At the time, he said his ambition was to be a professional clarinettist – and it 
looks like he has achieved that heady height.  Oliver has played a clarinet solo with the world famous 
Hallé Orchestra.  

We’re so proud of you, Oliver!

Making Glue Bounce –
our Science Club  

Science club is open for all year 7s to 
attend and takes place on Thursday 
lunchtime. Every week we do experiments 
that pupils may not have the opportunity to 
do in normal lessons.  The aim of the club is 
to build engagement and interest in 
science as a subject, as well as to introduce 
and consolidate the pupils’ understanding 
of the scientific method.  In these pictures 
the students are turning glue into slime that 
also bounces. 

The Sound of 
Silence is No More
Covid silenced the wind instruments, singing 
and much more associated with music.  After 
two years, silence is no more.  Almost at the end 
of term, we held our first musical concert since 
lockdowns began.  What a joy it was to hear all 
kinds of music echo through the hall – 
especially hearing the tones of the brass band 
creating the warm feel of Chestnuts Roasting by 
the Open Fire.  The groups are getting their 
mojo back.   Voices harmonised to create The 
Holly and the Ivy while Elliot practised Memory 
from Cats on his Euphonium.  The Y10 band 
comprised a pianist, guitarist, vocalist, drums 
and glockenspiel and that too sounded great. 
You can’t help but smile and feel your heart 
quicken as the music students infuse us with the 
spirit of Christmas.
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The Vale Great Santa Run

The morning mist had cleared though the 
temperature hovered closer to zero than anyone liked 
and the forecast threatened rain.  Not even that 
could stop our students from donning jumpers and 
hats to join in the Great Santa Run. It started last year 
to give students a breath of fresh air and fun after 
lockdowns, and it was so successful we just had to do 
it again this year.  

After a quick warm up dancing to “All I want for 
Christmas is You”, they were off, heading around the 
white markers on the field.  

Alas, we could not entirely dodge the rain and Y7 had 
to cut their run short, but it gave an opportunity to get 
a great group photo – and the smiles say it all.

Boxcup Success for Charlie
Charlie, Y10, took part in the MTA 
Lonsdale Boxcup championship back in 
October and only lost to a very skilful 
boxer who is also the UK’s national 
champion.  Whilst it didn’t go Charlie’s 
way this time, he came away with a 
silver medal and is entitled to keep his 
belt from his 2019 win.  An excellent 
achievement.  We are proud of you 
Charlie.



@tvabrigg

01652 294511

Atherton Way, Brigg, DN20 8AR

info@valeacademy.org.uk
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