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THE BIG QUESTION: 
HOW DO OUR RELATIONSHIPS SHAPE US AS PEOPLE?

Close reading is thoughtful, analysis of a text that focuses on significant 
details or patterns in order to develop a deep, precise understanding 
of craft and meaning in Of Mice and Men.

Of Mice and Men – Learning Journey

I can compare the 
relationships on the farm.

I can accurately select 
evidence to support my 

ideas on the environment.

I can begin to explain 
how our relationships 
shape us as people.

I can set the scene 
with effective 
description.

I can analyse the importance 
of symbolism 

in ‘Of Mice and Men’.

I can explore the role of 
violence in ‘Of Mice and 

Men’ and select evidence 
from across the text.

I have a clearer understanding 
of prejudice and the wider world.

How would I answer 
our big question at the 

beginning of my journey?
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CONTEXT 
 

Of Mice and Men is a novella written by John Steinbeck. Published in 1937, it tells the 
story of George Milton and Lennie Small, two displaced migrant ranch workers, who move 
from place to place in California in search of new job opportunities during the Great 
Depression in the United States.  Steinbeck based the novella on his own experiences 
working alongside migrant farm workers as a teenager in the 1910s.

BIG QUESTION
How do our relationships shape us as people?

DESCRIBING CHARACTERS
CHARACTER CHARACTERISTIC SYNONYMS

George Protective shielding / preventative / safeguarding / defensive

Lenny Childlike innocent / inexperienced / unguarded / gullible

Curly’s Wife Vulnerable endangered / unsafe / unprotected / at risk

Curly Aggressive hostile / fcombative / argumentative / belligerent

Of Mice and Men  
by John Steinbeck

I can analyse the 
importance 
of symbolism 

in ‘Of Mice and Men’.
I can set the scene with 

effective description.

I can compare the 
relationships on the farm.

I can accurately select 
evidence to support my ideas 

on the environment.

I can begin to 
explain how our 

relationships shape 
us as people.

KEY QUOTES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE STORY
“I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s why.”

“A guy needs somebody to be near him. A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody. Don’t 
make no difference who the guy is, long’s he’s with you. I tell ya, I tell ya a guy gets too 
lonely an’ he gets sick.”

“We could live offa the fatta the lan’.”

“Guys like us got nothing to look ahead to.”

“I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my 
dog.”

KEY WORDS
Migration – a person who moves from one place to another, especially in order to find work or better 
living conditions.
Itinerant – travelling from place to place.
Ranch – a large farm, especially in North America or Australia, where cattle or other animals are 
bred.
Bindle – a bag or sack carried on a stick.

How do our relationships shape us as people?

I can explore the role 
of violence in ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ and select evidence 

from across the text.

I have a clearer 
understanding 

of prejudice 
and the wider world.

How would I answer 
our big question at the 

beginning of my journey?

I can understand texts 
that have complex 

contextual links.


