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Course Breakdown 
 
 

Students study all of the following themes on 
which the assessments are based.  
Theme 1: Identity and culture  
Theme 2: Local, national, international and 
global areas of interest 
Theme 3: Current and future study and 
employment  
 
Paper 1: Listening  
Understanding and responding to different 
types of spoken language  
How it's assessed: 
 • Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 
45 minutes (Higher Tier)  
• 40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher 
Tier)  
• 25% of GCSE (Each exam includes 5 minutes’ 
reading time of the question paper before the 
listening stimulus is played.)  
Questions: 
 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier • Section A – 
questions in English, to be answered in English 
or non-verbally • Section B – questions in 
French, to be answered in French or non-
verbally 
 
Paper 2: Speaking  
Communicating and interacting effectively in 
speech for a variety of purposes  

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.dreamstime.com/listening-skills-listening-skills-understand-icon-vector-image-can-also-be-used-soft-skills-suitable-mobile-apps-web-apps-image101086089
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-8658-SP-2016.PDF


How it's assessed :  
Non-exam assessment 
 • 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation 
time • 10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + 
preparation time  
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and 
Higher Tier)  
• 25% of GCSE  
Questions: 
 The format is the same at Foundation Tier and 
Higher Tier, but with different stimulus 
questions for the Photo card and different 
stimulus materials for the Role-play.  
The timings are different too:  
• Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at 
Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at Higher Tier) 
 • Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at 
Foundation Tier; 3 minutes at Higher Tier)  
• General conversation – 30 marks (3–5 
minutes at Foundation Tier; 5–7 minutes at 
Higher Tier) 
 
Paper 3: Reading  
Understanding and responding to different 
types of written language  
How it's assessed: 
 • Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 
1 hour (Higher Tier)  
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and 
Higher Tier)  
• 25% of GCSE  
Questions: 
 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier  
• Section A – questions in English, to be 
answered in English or non-verbally  
• Section B – questions in French, to be 
answered in French or non-verbally 
 • Section C – translation from French into 
English (a minimum of 35 words for Foundation 
Tier and 50 words for Higher Tier) 
 
Paper 4: Writing  
Communicating effectively in writing for a 
variety of purposes  
How it's assessed : 
• Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 
hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)  
• 50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at 
Higher Tier  
• 25% of GCSE  
Questions: 

https://www.clipartwiki.com/iclipmax/iimxxwx/
https://www.dreamstime.com/stock-image-reading-kids-image25465501
https://www.kissclipart.com/boy-writing-clipart-writing-stock-photography-8ne099/download-clipart.html


 Foundation Tier  
• Question 1 – message (student produces four 
sentences in response to a photo) – 8 marks  
• Question 2 – short passage (student writes a 
piece of continuous text in response to four 
brief bullet points, approximately 40 words in 
total) – 16 marks  
• Question 3 – translation from English into 
French (minimum 35 words) – 10 marks 
 • Question 4 – structured writing task (student 
responds to four compulsory detailed bullet 
points, producing approximately 90 words in 
total) – there is a choice from two questions – 
16 marks  
Higher Tier  
• Question 1 – structured writing task (student 
responds to four compulsory detailed bullet 
points, producing approximately 90 words in 
total) – there is a choice from two questions – 
16 marks  
• Question 2 – open-ended writing task 
(student responds to two compulsory detailed 
bullet points, producing approximately 150 
words in total) – there is a choice from two 
questions – 32 marks  
• Question 3 – translation from English into 
French (minimum 50 words) – 12 marks 
 

Number of Lessons Per Week 2 lessons per week at KS3 
3 lessons per week at KS4 

 

Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening 

to other cultures. A high quality languages education should foster students’ 

curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. Our aim is to broaden 

https://st.depositphotos.com/3680349/5180/v/950/depositphotos_51801173-stock-illustration-seamless-pattern-with-speech-bubbles.jpg


students’ horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries 

and develop new ways of seeing the world. Our teaching should enable students to 

express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond 

to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities 

for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and 

develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Students should develop a competency that is both broad and deep in the skills of 

listening, speaking, reading and writing based on a sound foundation of core 

grammar, vocabulary and phonics. They should also be able to understand and 

communicate personal and factual information that goes beyond their immediate 

needs and interests, developing and justifying points of view in speech and writing, 

with increased spontaneity, independence and accuracy. 

Critical learning, high frequency language and key communicative functions are 

revisited receptively and productively many times as we progress through the 

curriculum. For example when learning how to describe activities done on a past 

holiday in French, we need to revisit previous teaching on how to conjugate the 

verbs ‘avoir and être’ in all forms.  In Spanish, when talking about food and drink 

and using the idiom ‘tener hambre/sed’ we need to revisit the present tense of the 

irregular verb ‘tener’. 

Our ultimate goal with our students is to develop their ability to be self-efficacious 

and to create the optimal conditions for learner success. 

 

 

 

 

 


