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It’s been a year like no other. At the start of
this academic year the academy was
re-organised to enable year groups to
operate in bubbles with each bubble
having its own allocated zone in the
building. Breaks and lunches have been
staggered, as well as start and finish
times. The academy had to implement
remote learning due to another National
Lockdown. This departure from face to
face teaching did create challenges but
the rapid progress and preparations
made from the first national school
closure meant that our transition to online
learning was seamless. The vaccination
programme roll out and the reduction in
cases meant there could be a very
welcome return to school in March. The
academy implemented mass lateral flow
testing for students, with the drama studio
being transformed into a testing centre,
and a safe return to teaching was
possible.

Since March Y11 have had their socially
distanced leavers’ day, individual music
lessons have resumed, and our students
continue to excel. Students have
increasingly been able to access
specialist spaces and, although
restrictions remain at the academy,
students have welcomed the return to
some pre-pandemic activities.
GCSEs and A-level exams were
cancelled this year and we are very
proud of the hard work our year 11 and
year 13 students put in to prepare for their
teacher assessed grades. We look
forward to receiving the final results in
August.
We hope you enjoy this issue which
spotlights some of our students and
showcases their amazing achievements.
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Student Leadership

The Student Leadership Team is an elected body that speak for
the students and where appropriate, represents the school. In
this issue we take a look at who some of these students are.

Jake

Meredith

I enjoy playing video games and anything to
do with ICT and maths. I like to read fiction
and at the moment am enjoying David
Baddiel (The Parent Agency) and David
Williams (Gangsta Granny). I love chips,
sandwiches, mashed potato, gravy, and
vegetables. I like listening to music and have
many favourite songs. At school, I am good at
maths and computer science. I find both
really interesting.

I have to wake up earlier when there’s no
remote learning but I’m happy to be back
and see my friends. With the easing of
lockdown, there are more opportunities and
experiences to be had. I love to read about
young, inspirational people and how they can
change the world. My favourite colour yellow,
makes me smile. I love exotic foods and the
cultures it comes from. Learning about other
places links to my favourite subject –
geography. I also enjoy art and music where I
get to express myself in different ways.

Being back in school is much better than
online learning as you get a proper teaching
experience. I did enjoy remote learning
because you could just sit there and do the
work without leaving home! In my opinion,
that was awesome. I am looking forward to
the easing of all covid restrictions in school to
finally experience The Vale’s lessons as they
should be experienced. No more masks.
I think Covid is really bad and I have tried to
stay as safe as possible by wearing masks all
the time etc, so I didn’t pass it to my family.
Most of all, I would like to stop bullying, as it’s
just not nice. I would like other students to tell
me if anything is wrong so I can help solve the
problems.
To students, I would say – settle down and
concentrate on your work. That way, you
won’t get into trouble. Okay? Stay safe, stay
well, and have fun in what you do.

During lockdown I’ve walked a lot and called
friends to stay upbeat. I would like to be
someone people look up to like my role
model, Zendaya. She’s not afraid to be
herself. I feel strongly about acting on climate
change because it has affected the
biodiversity and habitats all over the world.
In my role on the SLT, I want to show how
amazing education is. I want to pass on ideas
that inspire students to do better in class. To
the students, I say to always try your best.

Connie

Jayden

My favourite hobbies are swimming, dancing,
and football. I like reading adventure stories
and my favourite artist is Billie Eilish. I enjoy
science, especially the practicals, and food
tech because I love cooking. I would love to
be a police lady. My Grampy was a
policeman, and he is a great influence in my
life.

I am very happy to be back in school, though I
don’t like having to wear a mask all the time,
but I know it is necessary. During lockdown I
kept healthy by regularly running and
lockdown easing has allowed me to resume
playing sports.

During lockdown I kept busy with walks, bike
rides, time outdoors with friends and Joe
Wicks. I am excited to see the end of
lockdown so I can socialise with my friends
and family. I hope to continue all my favourite
activities over the summer holidays.
I enjoyed online learning because I could still
interact with the lesson but from the comfort
of my own home.
I really enjoy being back at school with all my
friends and the company of my teachers.
Personally, I have found wearing a mask and
not being able to see faces, the most difficult
thing to adapt to but I am happy to do it to
protect everyone. My biggest Covid concern
is that if my family and friends could be very ill
if they catch it.
As a school counsellor, I like being the student
voice to make sure everyone feels safe and
happy. I like to help other students by being
approachable if they have a worry.
I would say to other students, “I am a good
listener and can be your confident voice. I
feel strongly about being a good leader and
making sure everyone is happy.

I like to stay active and love football, so I am
especially pleased to be training again.
Cristiano Ronaldo is my role model, and I
would like to be a professional footballer
myself, one day.
My other interests include gaming and
reading. I like a variety of different music and
maths is my favourite subject. I have two
brothers and one sister.
As part of the student leadership team, I want
to promote reading to students, to encourage
with positive advice. To the students Jayden
says “Stay strong.
Don’t give up.”
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Adriana
I am already excited about going into year 8.
I enjoy many hands-on activities such as video
gaming (Stardew Valley, Minecraft, League of
Legends and Transformice.) and exercising
my mind with sleuthing films like Sherlock. I
used my time during lockdown to try to learn
the practical skill of decorating by painting
my walls and putting up posters. When all that
hard work was completed, I look forward to a
Sunday lunch and sweet desserts. And during
the summer holidays, I intend to bake some
desserts myself – as well as doing more
crafting. I also intend to continue the daily
walks with my dog as I have been doing
during lockdown.
I enjoyed lockdown easing. Being used to
going maskless at home, (and during remote
learning), I, like many students, found it hard to
wear a mask all the time at school. Being
without it allows me to focus on work instead
of worrying about Covid-19. My favourite
subject is maths, and I particularly enjoying
the teaching, also feeling comfortable with
my seating in the classroom.

Josh
I am happy to be back in school. The only
change from remote learning to back in the
classroom is the number of people around. I
was pleased to be able to continue working
throughout the lockdowns. The easing of
restrictions means I can see my friends face to
face more often. The pandemic is especially
stressful for me as my father is at high risk
The summer holidays are a chance to chill out
with friends in the local woods and enjoy
biking and reading. I also like listening to rock
music. Chocolate is my favourite food and my
favourite subject is P.E. I do enjoy sports. I’ll
need that fitness to achieves my goal of
becoming a soldier. Alternatively, I’ll aim to
be a solicitor.
When it comes to representing my form as a
member of the Student Leadership Team, I am
interested in making sure the school is a work
friendly environment for all.
“I will represent you honestly and faithfully to
the best of my ability.”

Mia
The voice of Year 11, Mia was one of the last
students who will remember the old build.
Joining The Vale in September 2015, we moved
into our new building early January 2017. She
remembers the music and practice rooms
where she had her first singing lessons.
Adjoining was the canteen. The French room
was painted bright purple, and Westmoor
corridors were bright yellow. The roof required
constant repair. But she did like the fresh air
from the walk between Glanford, Westmoor
and Tech buildings. Glad to be in the new
build, it was confusing at first. Having just
learned her way around the old buildings, it
was time to start again.
One of the first concert choir pieces was a
song from Matilda. Since then, she has
performed in the Spooktacular Halloween
performance spread around the school. She
played a clown with a large, blood-stained
knife. Following that, Mia acted in Rainbow’s
Ending and then took the role of Rita in Sister
Act, the last play before Covid-19 disrupted
everything.
Lockdown, when Mia was Y10, interrupted
coursework and evidence collecting for
drama and PE. The week before the first
lockdown, Mia recalls she wasn’t well and had
a musical exam on the last day. She passed,
just shy of a distinction. Remote learning has
suited Mia. She found there was more time to
organise the completion of pieces of work,
which she preferred to having to finish in the
space of one lesson when in the classroom.

She was glad to get back, having greatly
missed the social interaction school brings.
Mia enjoys drama, English and geography and
she wants to move on to take musical theatre,
not yet deciding between politics/English
Literature and sociology/psychology. Drama,
she found, was good for learning to work with a
team and instilling confidence.
As a member of the Student Leadership Team,
Mia represented the school at annual
Remembrance services and a Holocaust
memorial. Elected to the position Mia has
enjoyed being the voice of her year. Packing
and helping to distribute Xmas hampers with
the Brigg Rotary led to Mia joining the Rotary
club to volunteer and help in other ways, too.
We wish you every happiness and success for
your future, Mia.
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Eye of the Tiger

Annabel, Y9, has a real talent for art. It helps
that she has always been encouraged by
artistic grandparents. Two of Annabel’s
designs were turned into a stamp for the
company run by her grandparents. She
hopes to pursue a career in art.
Pencil drawing is her favourite, along with
painting with acrylics and watercolours.
However, school encourages exploration of
many techniques and Annabel has found
another interest in experimenting with inks in
different ways – with a brush or a bamboo
skewer rather than the usual pen.
She likes to draw using references such as
pictures and has a particular penchant for
faces, especially eyes, which she says are
“easy”.

The tiger took two nights. It's a redraw
of one I did in year 6 which I considered
to be my best drawing at the time, but
now the redraw is probably my best
drawing. I did it on tan cardstock so
that I could use and blend a white
coloured pencil. I blocked off where all
the main colours would be in my sketch
so that I could start to layer them. I used
alcohol markers as a base and then
went over them with coloured pencils, I
do that so that I don't have to fill in
massive blocks of colour with pencils, I
can just use them to add more
definition to the colour that's already
there; I also added some even smaller
details with white, black, brown and
some other coloured pens.

Pitch, Run, Sports are back!
In May this year, we finally made a return to practising team sports.
Exercise via remote learning is possible but the social side of team games is greatly diminished.
Being out in the open-air practising or learning different sports was wonderful. The students were
raring to go after so many weeks cooped up inside. Finally, they could run and enjoy many sports,
between the showers and disappointing spring weather. First, the girls played netball, being
introduced to the positions by wearing marked bibs. Before long, both year 7 and year 8 moved
on to the quintessential English game of cricket. Students were shown how to bat, field and bowl.
An overarm throw, with a straight arm, takes some practice but as the weeks went by, the students,
divided into small groups and frequently changing places, quickly improved.
The smiling, keen students did not seem to notice the chill as they took up a bat and learned the
fun game of rounders. It began with throw and catch, progressing to the bowler, batter and a
sheet of terms and instructions. Hitting the ball when the bowler does not always deliver a straight
ball, adds to the difficulty.
Again, swapping around and trying each position gives everyone a team experience. Over the
weeks a better understanding and improvement of skills made the sessions a lot of fun.
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Zante’s Zone

Hamster Jam

A multi-talented year 9 student tells how The Vale
inspires her art and music.

No, not bizarre cookery lesson – a letter for a trip to
Amsterdam. Sixth Form student, Jess is a gifted artist.

Zante was delighted to explore her love of art from year 7.
She takes the different techniques learned in lessons and
tries them again at home. She prefers landscapes over
portraits. Of the work since Y7, some shown here, the tree
is her favourite, but she likes the banana. The brief was to
make the banana more abstract. Zante was inspired in
art when she saw her sister taking GCSE art.

An interview with her discovered the origin of her
passion and dedication. From a small child, Jess was
encouraged to engage with art and crafts. Nan was
an art and drawing teacher and Mum specialised in
teaching art at primary school. In her formative years,
Jess drew with pastels and enjoyed lino cutting.

She took lockdown in her stride, even getting up early.
Remote learning was no problem to her. She found the
lessons enabled her to keep up with her learning and
being at home gave her time to finish or extend the work.
Zante’s skill with a pencil is not her only strength. She is an
active member of our music department playing
recorder and clarinet, though her favourite instrument is
the piano. At the moment, due to Covid disruptions, our
group bands are yet to resume playing but individual
lessons have been accessible. Zante has been using the
time at home to practise and now needs an opportunity
to showcase her skills in a concert. Hopefully Brigg and
Scunthorpe music festivals will be able to resume soon.
Zante finds them nerve wracking, but fun. She passed
grade 7 piano in June 2021. Congratulations, Zante!

As if that wasn’t enough to give a girl an advantage,
neighbour, Joe was also an art teacher and used to
take Jess to Hobbycraft. Later, he would send her
letters with amazing watercolour or ink drawings. The
hamster jam letter was just one of many encouraging
Jess.
So, it was natural for Jess to take GCSE art and follow it
through with an A-level qualification at Brigg sixth
form. The set GCSE project was surfaces and textures
with a personal project of Nature. The exam theme –
disrupted by Covid – was concealment. Jess’s forte is
drawing natural themes.
For A-level, she is working on a seaside subject, along
with close-up for which she is doing face
Jess’s forte is drawing natural themes. For A-level, she is
working on a seaside subject, along with close-up for
which she is doing faces, foods, and nature.
Jess is also a photographer and likes to base her art
from the photos she takes. Even when on holiday, art is
never far away. Trips taken via bus to the coast with her
grandma provided many lovely scenes which they
would later paint onto stones.
Lockdown has provided Jess with the opportunity to
indulge more. She prefers to complete a piece of work
in one sitting, rather than do it over several days.
Jess’s next move is to aim for one of the four universities
in the country that offer an art and
drawing course. Although the
Cornwall option is about as far away
from Brigg as it is possible to get, (in
England) it is a dramatic and
picturesque county. Whatever you
decide to do, we wish you all the best,
Jess.

Summer Concert July 2019

Jess painted this charming
hedgehog for the newsletter in one
sitting over the weekend.
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Proud Thursdays
During lockdown our students produced some amazing work. We
wanted to share and celebrate their achievements so posted to Twitter
each week. This was so successful Proud Thursdays continues past
remote learning. Here is a selection of the work chosen.
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Year 13 Higher Education Offers

The Art of Food
After thirteen years feeding hordes of
hungry students, Lindsay is swapping her
apron from school to the Pods, Scunthorpe.
Since 2007 when she started as assistant
cook, she had been dishing up culinary
delights for students and staff alike. The
secret is to balance healthy eating with the
youngsters’ love of less healthy options. And
Lindsay has done it with great success.
She remembers the first time Princess Anne
landed on our playing field. Swarms of
police descended on the kitchen in the old
building and stood looking out the windows
as the bemused and giddy cooks looked on.
On the day, the ladies were told not to look
out the window!
The old kitchen was painted bright blue,
giving an underwater feel. It was the right
time to ditch the old school as elastic bands
came in useful for holding things together.
What has kept Lindsay in a very busy and
challenging job for so long? Catering for
kids, she says. Seeing them happy to see a
roast dinner or fish and chips and to ensure
all get at least one good meal a day. The
customer service assistants (dinner ladies)
always them happy to see a roast dinner or

All smiles from Lindsay and some of the
customer service assistants.

fish and chips and to ensure all get at least
one good meal a day. The customer service
assistants (dinner ladies) always have a smile
and it is great to see such a big uptake of the
meals on offer.
Lindsay says it is a big team effort. Lindsay
said she would miss the camaraderie, and
the laughs.
Over lockdown, Lindsay and Kim were there
to accommodate the needs of the students
who remained in school. Despite the risk of
catching Covid, the ladies have always
been passionate about providing food for
these and other children.
Lindsay said her favourite days were the Y5
and Y6 taster/induction days. Primary pupils
from all our visiting schools were enthusiastic,
thoroughly enjoying lunch at The Vale.
Worlaby Academy pupils are supplied from
our kitchen on a daily basis.
Thank you, Lindsay. We wish you all the best.
Our kitchen is sure to continue your legacy of
providing excellent and varied meals for all.

During the autumn term of 2020 our Year 13 students
applied through UCAS for their chosen university courses.
We were delighted with the offers that they received.
All offers are provisional and are subject to students
receiving the required A level grades. Places will be
confirmed upon receipt of A level results on 10 August.
Just to give a flavour..
One student has received an offer to study Archaeology at
the University of Cambridge, another has received an offer
from Imperial College London to study Engineering, a
further student has received an offer form the University of
Warwick to study Computer Science and another student
has an offer from the University of Sheffield to study
Medicine.
All our Year 13 students have worked incredibly hard, and
we are proud of them all. We will update on final
destinations for all our Year 13 students in our autumn term
issue.
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Return of
the Whisk & Drill
June saw the return of practical subjects –
and the students who love them cheered
loudly and reached for their aprons. After
more than a year, we dusted off the saws
and clamps, got out the saucepans and
knifes and began to make.
For our Y7s, it was their first foray into the
workshops and kitchen and they
enthusiastically attacked the projects on
offer. Year 7’s project is Block Bots. The
Multi-material project teaches how to mark
out, create and use templates, using saws
and files and how to finish their projects as
well as using pillar and hand drills. That’s a
great start! The following year students
make a sweet dispenser. This is a timber
based project that advances skills learned
in Y7. It introduces the hole saw and forstner
bit alongside developing an understanding
of ‘tolerance.
In Y9, the students move on to making a Bee
Hotel. This has advanced jointing skills,
finger, dowel, cross-halving, mitre with
some CADCAM and finishing skills to add
aesthetic interest to the final product. You
can see photographs from these classes on
the right. In Y7, students begin their journey
into food technology by learning knife skills.
They peeled and prepared carrots,
cucumber and peppers which they could
then use to scoop up a dip made from a
selection of dried herbs, yogurt, salsa,

houmous etc. The final mix was a matter of
personal choice.
After several months of not being able to
carry out practicals in the food room, Y7, Y8
& Y9 have at long last been able to show off
their culinary skills.
Y7 have been looking at fruit and
vegetables and have practised their knife
skills to make some ‘dippers’ to go with a
dip. They really enjoyed sitting and eating
this together. They then moved on to
making a pizza toast and pasta salad.
Y8 have been focussing on carbohydrates
in particular wheat flour. They have made
scones, vegetables whirls, bread (squeezed
into one hour!) and pizza.
Year 9 recently moved into their technology
option block and so the GCSE Food
Preparation and Nutrition students have
been brushing up on their basic skills. They
practiced their knife cuts, made bread,
made a Welsh rarebit with a roux sauce
and mini quiches using shortcrust pastry.
Our students are very enthusiastic to get
back to hands-on learning, whether it’s
woodworking, baking or science
experiments and their practical work is high
quality despite the lengthy Covid
restrictions.
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Illusion Forest

Loompa Land

Flash Fiction

One dark night a girl entered a mystical
forest. That girl was me.

We challenged our year 7 students to write a quick, imaginative short story in 100 words and in
the space of one lesson. It was a hard task to pick the winner from so many high standard entries.
Well done to you all and congratulations to our winner, Raining by Grace.

As I parted the green dew-covered leaves,
I was hit with the sound of birds chirping a
happy little song. Trying not to get
distracted, I continued to where I knew
she’s be. After passing the tree where I first
say her all those years ago, I found it.

Once upon a time there was a horrible
dragon named Rata. It terrorised a land
called Loompa; it murdered 1000’s of
people every day.

A towering archway engulfed by vines and
moss following the trail of leaves. I found
her. A beautiful dancing elf. I only saw her
for a moment before everything faded.
R.A.T.S

The Forever Lost

Moscow, 21:37. It is approaching midnight
and the hidden Sewage Society of Rats
shall emerge.

This story isn’t like every other one. This
one is very real. This one is worth
reading if you worry about the poor
soul of Darla Grace.

Agents ‘Biggie Cheese’ and ‘Rattus Fattus’
shall raid the Moscow Cheese Museum.
“Squeak, squeak,” whispered Rattus Fattus
to his comrade, Biggie Cheese.
They strode towards the marvellous marble
museum filled with the heavenly aroma of
cheese.
The two agents approached the
monstrous spruce door, bags in hand,
prepared for the heist of a lifetime.
-Daniel

Darla Grace, the girl that no-one’s
seen since the 18th April 2018. This girl
was someone who I basically saw
every day when walking home.
No-one knows why, no-one knows
how but no-one has seen her since
the date I mentioned.
I wish I didn’t, but I know where she is,
and it’s not something that anyone
wants to bare. Besides, I can’t.
Anonymous
-Nicole

Rain Kisses

The Girl and her Dad

I stare outside and rest my chin in my palm.
I watch Peter grin. I see the rain pouring. I
realise we have P.E.
I run outside and Peter cries, “Rae. Wait
up!” He runs towards me, panting. He has
raindrops scattered all around his face. His
hand runs through my hair.
He mutters, “it’s silky.”
I scream. “What are you doing?”
“Nothing!”
After P.E.
The rain pours harder. Peter says, “Rae, I
need to tell you something. I like you…”
I fell in shock.
“Seems like you’re falling for me,” he winks.
“Don’t be so cheesy.” At that moment, my
heart doesn’t beat. He kissed me in the
rain. So romantic.

Katie was doing tiktok dances with her
friends and she kept on messing it up. Her
friends kicked her out the group and she
was heartbroken.

-Amelie

When she told her dad he decided to
learn the dance. She did this dance with
her dad. After practicing and uploaded it
to tiktok. Her views rocketed and after
more videos, she became famous.

I was back in New York.
-Jessica

This continued until a brave man named
Oompa (the son of Pa-pa, son of Oom)
decided to train 24/7 to kill the beast, Rata.
But there was another thing on his mind –
love. There was a woman he had his eyes
on, Lily. So he trained to earn Lily’s
affections by killing Rata.
He was finally ready. Their battle seemed
everlasting… but Oompa won. He
returned home achieving his goal, Lily’s
affections.
-Jack

Raining
I stare mesmerised by the pouring rain bringing me into a world of calm. Engaged while staring,
one raindrop catches my eye.
Capturing my gaze while watching it, time seemed to stop. It shines blue even after hitting the
floor. I run over, splashing, to get a closer look at it. I kneel down and recognise a pair of wings
and a blue flowing dress.
I look closer, admiring its golden wings that glisten brightly. Before I can process, it flew.
-Grace

The Midnight Murderer

My Running Competition

Black everywhere – my head fuzzy. What
happened? I was sleeping and suggently
blood was pouring and then darkness.

On the way in the car, my belly was flipping
with nerves and I guess a little bit of
excitement. I have been practising for 4
months now, every single day without fail I
was out trying to better my best score. I
stood on the line waiting for the whistle to
go. Everyone looked so serious. Oh, and
there went the whistle. Everyone went
sprinting around the bend. I kept pushing
the girl who was in first and finally, after 3
minutes, I was in first. I sprinted for the finish
line and I won! I was so happy.

Clunk. Light flooded the space. A tall,
well-built man walked in and picked me
up aggressively. A gun forcefully shoved
into my back, propelling me forward.
“Sit,” the man muttered, control in his
voice.

After her friends saw this, they invited her
back to the group. They wanted more
views, but she rejected them and carried
on doing them with her dad. This is why
you shouldn’t exclude.

A chair awaited me, silver chains dangling
from it. The clasps slammed shut, the metal
cut into my legs and arms causing pain to
flood through my body.

-Jack

I could hear footsteps, but it was pitch
black. A gun shot….
-Freddie

-Rebecca
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The Final

Trapped

“As the final team approach the pitch.”
“Messi.”
“Griezmann.”
“Piqué.”
“Pjanic and Junior Fernandes”
And, “Mancity are coming.”
“Agϋero.”
“Silva.”
“Sterling.”
“De Bruyne,” and “Jes Maute”
As Man City and Barecelona approach
the pitch, all the fans are cheering.
“Game starts in 3… 2… 1. GOOO!”
Messi gets the first hit of the ball and passes
it to Greizmann who passes it to Pjanic
and… SCORE! 1-0 to Barcelona. “Agϋero is
coming to de Bruyne and passes to him.”
“WHAT A GOAL!” Two minutes remaining.
Silva gets the ball. Passes to Sterling and…
SCORE! WHAT A GOAL.

On a dark and stormy night Katie woke up
from a terrifying nightmare. She decided
to take her two children a drink. After
falling over her youngest child’s Barbie, she
spilt the drinks then went to get a tea towel
from the kitchen. In the darkest corner of
the kitchen, she saw a shadow which
came rushing toward her and attacked.
Moments later, she once again woke from
a nightmare. Entering her childrens’
bedroom to check on them, she notices a
wet patch on the floor.
And that’s how Katie was trapped.
- Ruby

-Ben
The Friend in the Mirror

Dance Competition
This morning I am so excited because I am
going to watch a dance competition.
My Mum bought me VIP tickets so I could
watch the dancers get ready. The dancer
was called Imogen, and she got changed
into this beautiful, tight-fitting ballet dress –
and it was pink! Then she got her hair done
by a pro. She had it done in a bun with
glitter in. Then she got her makeup done
with glitter all over her face. She looked
stunning, almost like a disco ball. So, off
she went to perform.
“Good luck!”

One cold, stormy night, there was a girl
called Bailey who loved to stay up late.
One night she went to brush her teeth…
There was a face in the mirror, but not hers.
She recognised the face. It was the face of
Everlyn, her best friend who moved away.
Everlyn wasn’t real; she was Bailey’s old
imaginary friend. She started to talk.
“Bailey, Bailey, do you remember?”
Bailey replied in a whisper. “Remember
what, Everlyn? That you said we will be
friends forever?”
After that, when Bailey fell asleep, Everlyn
appeared and Bailey woke up with a
scream.
-Grace

-Mia

It started 15 years ago one day at school. Tegan saw some older boys playing football, so he set hid
goal to be the best.
When Tegan got hom, he got changed and headed to the shop and got a Nike football and he
went to the park to train. After months of hard work and dedication, he made it into a football team.
On Saturdays they played a match and defeated the opponent 10-1.
As Tegan got older, he got better until one day he got offered a spot in Manchester United A team.
He became world famous and went on to get a wife and two kids. Then they lived happy ever after.
-Josh

All the Right Notes
Joining the academy in Sept 2014, James has
flourished on his journey through The Vale. He
began to play the violin when only 8 years
old, encouraged by his father who plays the
guitar and fiddle in a folk band. By the time
he was 11, James had an interest in learning
the skill of accompanying people, so took up
piano. It wasn’t until his first year in The Vale
that he started the saxophone, wanting
something different to play. With a love of
jazz music, the sax was the perfect choice
and is now his instrument of choice. He plays
violin with his father at weddings with his
Ceilidh band.
All he knows about the sax, he learned from
Mr Andrew Cavell, one of our many music
teachers. He flew through the grades, taking
ABRSM diploma, too. Currently, his favourite
music to play is Ronald Binge’s Concerto for
alto-sax and orchestra, one of the pieces he
played for his audition. Although music is
hard work and needs lots of practise it is fun,
too. James has enjoyed the various bands at
school, and especially enjoyed the Germany
tour. Local music festivals give a feedback
from a different source. James is much in
demand and has been asked to play with
many other bands.
Wanting a career in electrical engineering,
he opted for maths, physics, chemistry and
computer science A-Levels at Brigg Sixth
Form. Continuing with his passion for music,
he chose Imperial College London to pursue
a degree in electrical engineering. Still
wanting to continue with his music, James
successfully auditioned for a scholarship at
the prestigious Royal College of Music – next
door to the Imperial College.
Asked about his view on the possibility the
university won’t open up for face-to-face
lessons, James has plan B - a four year
engineering degree through The Dyson
Institute, Wiltshire.
James’ music has always been awesome to
listen to. At our annuals concerts he’s always
treating us to more advanced pieces that
thrill and delight.
The staff at The Vale wish you all the best for
your future.
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Spoilt for choice

On the Move
For the last twenty-eight years students have
been inspired by Mr Davey’s biology lessons. In
turn, he has enjoyed teaching our friendly and
receptive students. He came to The Vale after
being redeployed from a north bank school
with falling numbers, to teach A-level biology
and now feels it is time to retire.

tourism and hopes to use his newfound time to
go further afield and join in more of these 5km
runs that are organised all around the country.
We’ll miss you, Mr Davey. Thank you for all the
inspiration and friendship and we wish you all
the best for the future.

He started in 1993 when Liz Terry was
headmistress and a stick of chalk and a
blackboard were used, and overhead
projectors were the latest technology. Geoff
Hensman took over from Liz Terry with whom Mr
Davey was involved with giving the school a
boost by gaining the much-coveted Science
and Technology status.
There have been many changes in that time,
especially in technology with our latest
interactive white boards. Though experiments,
Mr Davey says, were just as numerous then as
they are today. The difference is that there is
now a greater emphasis on health and safety.

Pe
Criminology

Top: Pond dipping at Far Ings.

There is great pride in teaching students who
then go on to become vets, doctors, and
physiotherapists etc. Mr Davey remembers Guy
Martin, motorcycle racer turned TV personality,
for his wizardry with engines before he left
school. When a groundsman was cutting the
grass, Guy knew by listening to the lawnmower,
what the mechanical fault was.
Teaching is a lot more than just getting students
through exams. The sixth form need guidance
to move on to higher education, by filling in
university application forms – especially how to
writing the personal statement. There are also
mock interviews to give students an idea of
what to expect in the real world, and Mr Davey
has also enjoyed mentoring student teachers.
These young people can be given a leg up in
any number of ways.

As part of the Year 11 transition programme in preparation for entering the
Brigg Sixth Form, two days of taster sessions were held to give students a
valuable insight into what life as a sixth former is really like. Just a few of the
courses on offer are illustrated here.

Sixth form at Far Ings collecting data for coursework.

Students looked at the topic ‘Crime scene to
Courtroom’ and took on the roles of the
scene of crime officers to look at how
evidence is collected from a crime scene.
Using the evidence and clues they then had
to solve who hit Mr Savage on the neck and
killed him.

Media studies
Students enjoyed their first look at adverts by
trying to unravel why an advert is made the
way it is and what it is telling you to do.

Before we moved to our current building, a
new calling fell into Mr Davey’s lap. That of stage
manager for our annual plays. Organising props
and supervising the giddy students backstage
on the night of a production showed the kids in
a different light.
All this passion for teaching and biology will now
be put into becoming involved in conservation
and having more time to enjoy walking and
cycling. My Davey also partakes in Parkrun

Rehearsals for Sister Act (2011) sees
Mr Davey in the background hanging
the glittery strip curtain.

Biology

OCR Technical in Sport. Students
researched the signs and symptoms of
sports injuries and used some first aid,
putting casualties’ arms in a sling and
dressing a cut/abrasion of the hand.
Next, students investigated different
types of fitness training and testing using
the rowing machine.

English
Language
The Very Hungry Caterpillar is a
well-known children’s book – so why are
these boys studying it so avidly? As part
of the Language Acquisition unit,
students look at the language choice in
popular books to see how it is designed
to appeal to children.

Counting the heartbeats of a tiny water
flea (daphnia). Why? To see the effect
caffeine has on the heart rate. This links
with content studied in Y13.
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All the Fun of The Vale
Pupils from Broughton Primary were
lucky enough to come for a socially
distanced day of fun to see what
learning at The Vale is like.

Geography
In Geography, students explored the
concept of place and the meanings that
people attach to places through their own
experience and the media. They looked at
New York, Uluru in Australia, and Peaky
Blinders TV series set in Birmingham

Music
The music department was thrilled to
host our taster session. Students had a
lovely session learning how to build up
compositions using mixcraft on the
computer and manipulating a chord
sequence and then using the computer
to manipulate the layers. We are really
looking forward to September.

In Tech, pupils designed and made a
pirate ship from card and masking
tape. It was tested to see which one
could hold the most treasure (weight)
before sinking. The designs were superb
and fared exceptionally well!
Science demonstrated what happens
when you burn various chemicals.
There were orange, yellow and green
colours along with fizzing sparkles.
The change from primary to secondary
school can be daunting so we like to
give pupils a taste of what it’s like at The

Chemistry
Year 11 students developing some complex
analytical techniques to identify chemicals
and evaluate unknown substances.

Fine Art
Students explore new techniques and
processes to widen their existing practise
- which is something they continue to do
over a carousel of workshop activities in
September.
This task looked at abstract artist Jessica
Zoob and her use of expressive abstract
paint application. Students looked at her
use of pouring techniques and explored
creating an Acrylic Pour abstract
artwork.

Technology
The challenge is to design packaging to
fit through a standard letterbox. The
tricky bit is to keep the small stack of
Pringles from breaking during the fall
from the letterbox to the floor.

IT
Cambridge technical IT students were
able to develop and demonstrate use of
AR technologies while in computer
science students developed the python
programming skills to create GUIs
(Graphical User Interface) using python.

Vale. This includes seeing the building
and sampling some of the wonderful
things we do. Despite still being
restricted by Covid rules, Broughton
Primary were safely able to have their
exciting taster day by staying in their
own bubbles.
Does it remind you of something? Yes,
fireworks. Having discovered how they
burn, the challenge was to make their
own.
Groups that went to the food room were
shown how to balance carbohydrate
(pasta) with protein (cheese, tuna, ham)
and vegetables or salad ingredients, to
make a great, healthy salad to take
home.
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Tablet Trial Triumph
On Tuesday 22nd June, we launched the new tablet trial with Year 8. This is part of an initiative
involving all Year 8 students across the Delta Academies Trust.
In assembly, students were told the great news that starting from Tuesday 29th June, they would all
be provided with a brand new Samsung android tablet to use in lessons and at home!
Of course, students wanted to know how they would use their new device in class. We explained
that teachers were already planning ways to enhance their learning through online apps. There
are so many ways for the students to enjoy their tablet; not only can they use the apps but many
resources are uploaded to Teams that students can access.
We also explained to students about the importance of staying safe online and went through all
the rules about safe usage and privacy settings.

“Very Mindful”
- said a participant

Then, on Tuesday June 29th the tablets were distributed during tutor time. It was a fantastic
occasion, and everyone was delighted that the trial Students have been really enthusiastic about
the tablets and they all understand our expectations. They know they must bring their tablet to
school everyday and make sure it is charged ready to go!
We’ve already seen some great learning using the tablets in class: research, quizzes, articles and
poems. All the students love the Kahoot quizzes!
Thankfully, the tablets will also reduce our carbon footprint as we will no longer be giving out paper
copies of everything we need to the students. Furthermore, students will be able to independently
work through different resources at their own speed.
The tablets will be collected in for the summer break however, we look forward to September when
we can continue to bring innovative ways to enhance students’ learning.

The first activity of the new Festival of Creativity
was a day at The Vale introducing Y7 students to
the mindfulness of yoga. Over several sessions,
Hayley showed students a variety of poses and
then some group activities which were especially
enjoyed.
Lastly, like many exercise sessions, there were a
few minutes of winding down. In this case, lying
back on a mat and relaxing. Within moments
the sports hall was silent, apart from the music
that was conducive to resting, the students
doing what is rarely asked of them.
Great fun was had by all. Thank you Hayley and
Amy from the Festival of Creativity team.
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