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THE BIG QUESTION: 
WHAT QUALIT IES ALLOWS PEOPLE TO SURVIVE IN CHALLENGING SITUATIONS?

Close reading is thoughtful, analysis of a text that focuses on significant 
details or patterns in order to develop a deep, precise understanding 
of craft and meaning in Survival Anthology (extracts from a number of authors).

Survival Anthology – Learning Journey

I can begin to explain 
how people can survive in 

challenging situations.

I can examine how 
ordinary people overcome 

extraordinary situations.

I can identify the reasons 
why people speak out.

How would I answer 
our big question at the 

beginning of our journey?

I can structure a 
formal letter to build 

my argument.

I will explore what qualities 
people need to survive in 

challenging situations.

I will practise selecting 
evidence to support my 
impressions and ideas.

 I can make a stand 
for something important.
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CONTEXT 
 

This is an anthology of challenging non-fiction extracts, covering a wide range of 
experiences. You will be studying: a mining disaster from 1866, Mandela’s experiences in 
prison, plane crash survivors, an expedition to the Peruvian Andes that goes very wrong, 
and a recent true story of the man who survived fourteen months in a small boat drifting 
seven thousand miles across the Pacific Ocean.  

BIG QUESTION
What qualities allows people to survive in challenging situations?

DESCRIBING CHARACTERS
CHARACTER CHARACTERISTIC SYNONYMS

Mandela Moral moral / ethical / good / honest / loyal 

Simpson Strong resilient / tough / positive / hopeful 

Alvarenga Survivor fighter / hardy / robust / strategic / effective 

Canessa Motivated driven / striving / spirited / resistant / irrepressible 

Survival Anthology  
(extracts from a number of authors)

I will explore what 
qualities people 

need to survive in 
challenging situations.

I can structure a formal 
letter to build my 

argument.

I can examine how 
ordinary people overcome 

extraordinary situations.

I can identify the reasons 
why people speak out.

How would I answer 
our big question at 

the beginning of our 
journey?

KEY QUOTES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE EXTRACTS
MANDELA: “We would fight inside as we had fought outside. The racism and repression 
were the same; I would simply have to fight on different terms.”

SIMPSON: “I could see possible dangers, very real risks that could destroy my hopes, but 
somehow I knew that I could overcome them.”

ALVARENGA: “Hundreds of miles from the nearest island and stripped of every modern 
convenience he existed in the state best described as ‘solitary unconfinement.’”

CANESSA: “He felt triumphant. His conscience had overcome a primitive irrational taboo. 
He was going to survive.” 

KEY WORDS
Apartheid – a policy or system of segregation or discrimination on grounds of race.
Oppression – prolonged cruel or unjust treatment or control.
Expedition – journey or voyage undertaken by a group of people with a particular purpose, 
especially that of exploration.
Resilience – the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.

What qualities allows people to survive in challenging situations?

I will practise selecting 
evidence to support my 
impressions and ideas.

 I can make a stand 
for something important.

I can begin to explain 
how people can survive 
in challenging situations.

I can read a range 
of challenging 

non-fiction texts.


