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THE BIG QUESTION: 
HOW DO YOU OVERCOME ADVERSITY?

Close reading is thoughtful, analysis of a text that focuses on significant 
details or patterns in order to develop a deep, precise understanding 
of craft and meaning in I am Malala.

I am Malala  – Learning Journey

I can begin to explain my 
ideas on adversity.

I can establish my own 
impressions of Malala’s family.

I can explain where the 
story is set using evidence 

to support my ideas.

How would I begin 
to explain my ideas 

at the beginning 
of the journey?

I can write 
a speech using 

language 
techniques to 

shape meaning.

I can understand 
the importance of education 

for characters in the book.

I can explain how war 
changed the lives of Malala 

and her family.

I can make links between 
the violence in the book and 

the wider world.
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CONTEXT 
 

Written in 2013, ‘I am Malala’ is an autobiographical book about Malala’s life and fight 
for her right to education in Pakistan. This is a remarkable tale of a family uprooted by 
global terrorism, of the fight for girls’ education, of a father who, himself a school owner, 
championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school.

BIG QUESTION
How do you overcome adversity?

DESCRIBING CHARACTERS
CHARACTER CHARACTERISTIC SYNONYMS

Malala Yousafzai Brave courageous / fearless / valiant / heroic

Ziauddin Yousafzai Activist advocate / champion / supporter / promotor

Tor Pekai Yousafzai Passionate intense / spirited / vehement / strong

Malka e-Noor Passive submissive / acquiescent / yielding / obedient

I am Malala  
by Malala Yousafzai

I can write 
a speech using 

language techniques 
to shape meaning.

I can explain how war 
changed the lives of 

Malala and her family.

I can establish 
my own impressions 
of Malala’s family.

I can explain where 
the story is set using evidence 

to support my ideas.

I can begin 
to explain my ideas 

on adversity.

KEY QUOTES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE STORY
“I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after 
midday.”

“We realize the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.”

“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.”

“Once I had asked God for one or two extra inches in height, but instead he made me as 
tall as the sky, so high that I could not measure myself.”

“I told myself, Malala, you have already faced death. This is your second life. Don’t be 
afraid — if you are afraid, you can’t move forward.”

KEY WORDS
Taliban – an Islamic fundamentalist political movement and military organisation in 
Afghanistan.
Pakistan – is a country in South Asia and the world’s sixth-most populous country.
Oppression – prolonged, cruel or unjust treatment.
Education – an enlightening experience or the process of receiving/giving information. 

How do you overcome adversity?

I can understand 
the importance of education 

for characters in the book.

I can make links between 
the violence in the book 

and the wider world.

I can begin to explain my 
ideas on adversity.

I can read texts which 
have complex contexts.


