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Each year our Y7s are challenged with 
creating a project on a theme of their 
choice. There will be no staff input; it is to 
encourage independent learning.
As the students were told about it in 
assembly you could see the wheels turning 
and some instantly knew what their project 
would be about. Others went through 
several ideas or amendments.

Baking was popular this year, though 
sometimes it was only a part of the project.  
As an example, Willow’s project on the 
ballet shoes known as pointes, included 
biscuits shaped like the shoes, a clay replica 
of a pair and a colourful artwork using the 
pointes, as well as a lot of information and 
relevant photographs.

Some of the diverse subjects included 
demonstrations and assessing success by 
eating a piece of cake. It’s amazing what 
wonderful things our Y7 can do.

If you are looking for a new hobby, or simply 
something different to do in the summer 
holidays, draw inspiration from what is 
featured here.

The top five are voted for by staff, students 
and the public who came to marvel at 
what was on show. Otherwise, it would be 
impossible to choose.  

Independent 
Learners Project

The gold stars indicate 
the top five projects 
voted for by the public.

Flavoured jellybeans and chocolate frogs. The 
chances are you immediately think of Harry 
Potter. Bethany picked two more books to make 
and fill with relevant, iconic objects. Such is the 
skill and imagination of our Y7 students when 
given six weeks to complete a project of their 
choice.

Emilia’s first idea was to bake a cake in the 
shape of a bunker and the project evolved 
from there. She decided to research a recipe 
that would have been used during WWII to 
make it more authentic. As a history 
enthusiast, she then thought to display it 
against a background of WWII artefacts. She 
also made muffins from the same old recipe 
to give away.

It took two weeks to plan and then she did a 
bit each day. The first job was to collect the 
materials she would need. Wood and paint 
and research (some WWII facts) printed out 
ready to add to the display.  

Did it all go to plan? It certainly did. Emilia 
enjoyed working on the project and said 
there was nothing she wished she done 
differently. Excellent job!



Nuru’s project was based around his love of 
guitar. He made a variety of resin guitar picks, 
keyrings and tiny guitars.

Nuru shows off a guitar keyring made from resin



Going The Extra Mile

Escape Room Escapade

Year 13’s social and reward trip had 
students eager to board the coach to 
Lincoln and take part in the latest craze 
themselves.  They had one hour to solve 
clues and puzzles as well as uncover secrets 
to escape the room.

They split into teams to see who could 
escape first.  The rooms had the 
provocative titles, The Cabin in the Woods, 
The Bank Job, The Assassin’s Hideaway and 
Martha ‘The Haunting of Derwent Manor.’
When asked what they thought of it, the 
reply was a resounding ‘great fun!’  They 
rounded the experience with a meal at 
Pizza Express.

As part of the Brigg Sixth Form enrichment 
and extension programme, some students 
undertake an additional Level 3 course 
known as the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ). This takes the form of 
an ambitious university-style dissertation 
and is aimed at enabling students to 
develop important skills to support their 
future higher education and career 
aspirations, as well as being equivalent to 
half an A-level in terms of UCAS points. A 
key element of the EPQ requires students to 
prepare and deliver a presentation to staff 
and other students to discuss their chosen 
topic, which in turn helps to build 
confidence and self-assurance, as shown 
above. Well done to the students involved, 
all of whom delivered presentations of an 
exceptional quality.

Scunthorpe Music Festival

Our amazing students who have each been awarded the top award in their class. See text 
below for details. Well done to you all!

The Vale Academy Music Department have had another 
fantastic year at Scunthorpe Music Festival, with students 
returning to Festival classes for the first time in three years 
and many students experiencing a competitive music 
festival for the first time. There were spectacular individual 
performances from Jasmine, Zante, Bethany, Manna and 
Daniel, all of whom gained first prize and distinction marks in 
their classes.

The ensembles were out in force on Friday evening with the 
Senior Wind Band, whole school choir and belleplates 
winning first prizes and distinction marks.

Saturday evening saw the culmination of the week and the 
Music Department is thrilled to announce that Jasmine won 
the Dunhill Trophy and bursary funding for the most 
promising pianist. Manna won the Olive Graveling bursary 
for the most promising young singer, Daniel won the Alf 
Whitby trophy for the most promising brass player and Zante 
won The Music Trophy and bursary funding for being 
awarded the most promising musician. 

We are thrilled with the exceptional commitment shown by 
all our musicians throughout the week and their dedication 
to achieve such stunning performances.

Well done!

A bitter-sweet note. This is the last 
festival for our amazing Head of 
Music, Mrs Keeler, as she is retiring in 
the summer. On behalf of all your 
students, past and present, thank 
you for all you have done for us. 
We’ll miss you but wish you well for 
the future.



One Two, Alice’s Shoe

Here’s an old shoe, Modroc, paint and trimmings. 
What will you do with it?
Students have been designing and making their own sculptural shoe during this project. 
Working in pairs or independently they have created their own final sculptural pieces as 
outcomes to the project.

Students have researched and taken ideas from historical and contemporary shoe designs. They 
have looked in detail at shoes from the past, as well as very modern shoe designs, exploring their 
purpose, the structures, use of colours, symbolism etc to take ideas from for their own work. Student 
have also specifically explored illustrators and fashion designers such as Alexander McQueen, 
Malano Blahnik, Costa Magarakis, Gwen Murphy etc. Students have taken from looking at these 
designers and artists ideas for the physical structural designs of their shoes, whilst also exploring some 
of their different methods and approaches to design to give their design sketches unique style. The 
novel and Contemporary Film Alice in Wonderland has throughout been the main theme for the 
basis of their designs and students have been asked to take ideas from this creatively to design Shoes 
which look like they have just stepped out of wonderland and are out of this world!

This is the result.

Inspired Jewellery

You may remember Vale Views reporting 
on a special visitor to the Tech department 
at the end of last year. Julie Steel, from the 
Steel Rooms, Brigg, came to talk to our 
students about aspects of creating and 
selling jewellery. It included what sells, the 
price point and how important packaging 
is, even down to the fonts used.
Over the following weeks, the students 
designed and created some fantastic 
pieces of jewellery which were then 
exhibited at the Steel Rooms. That’s a lot of 
inspiration. Thank you, Julie!



CSI for the Day

Are You a Whorl or an Arch?

Students studying criminology at Brigg 6th Form 
visited Grimsby University to get an insight into 
the world of forensic science at a higher level. 
The masterclass, taken by a CSI specialising in 
forensic anthropology, concentrated on 
fingerprints, which is not as easy or 
straightforward to do as TV programmes would 
have us believe. For the sake of the storyline, TV 
misses steps out, so you get the gist of how it 
works without all the less exciting, but just as 
necessary, work.

Even inking your fingers and rolling them on the 
paper is trickier that it looks and requires 
technique. Making a mess with the ink and 
fingerprinting powders tends to come naturally 
to most of us.

Applied with a brush made of soft squirrel hairs 
or the larger ostrich-hair brush (commonly seen 
on TV), a range of powders can be used 
depending on the expected difficulty of lifting 
the print from the surface it is on. The most 
common one known is the black carbon 
powder. Frequently used is aluminium powder. 
There is a lesser used white powder (for prints 
on dark surfaces) and different colours of 
fluorescent powders, including a glowing 
yellow.

Highlighting the print is only the beginning.  It 
must then be lifted off the surface without 

damaging it. Fingerprints are unique to one 
person – even identical twins have different 
fingerprints. The knack of finding the culprit is to 
read it by studying the ridge characteristics 
and patterns the ridges make. In the UK there 
must be at least 16 points of comparison to be 
admissible in court and this is done by hand.

The visit also showed how well resourced 
Grimsby is using the same tools of the trade as 
a real CSI would use. If you want to study 
forensic science and don’t want to go far from 
home, have a look at following up your 
criminology course at Brigg Sixth From with 
further study at Grimsby.

Vale’s Songbird

Manna is on the path to 
achieving her life-long 
ambition – thanks to 
The Vale.
At their first competition, the Vale choir 
sang The Never Ending Story and were very 
successful with it. Singing her favourite 
song, Being Alive, Manna won the bursary 
for the most promising singer. Then comes 
a very exciting phone call. Manna  saw the 
invite on social media and thought, ‘why 
not?’. Recording her singing her favourite 
song, she sent the video in.  Much to her 
surprise – and utter delight, Chatham 
Music School rang to say she had been 
selected for their one-week summer 
workshop. The prestige of this was mirrored 
by Vale’s Head of Music with Mrs Keeler 
commenting, ‘We’ve never had anyone 
accepted at Chatham before.’

That’s amazing Manna, so how did you 
achieve that?

Since she was two years old, Manna has 
been singing – well, humming at that age.  
She smiles and says she performed little 
shows in the kitchen for her mother. She 
had some singing lessons in primary school 
but it wasn’t until she came under the 
tutelage of Mr Baker at the Vale when she 
really began to blossom. When asked if this 
helped, Manna emphatically replied, 
‘more than 100%.

She is clearly passionate about singing and 
says she likes ‘Being Alive’ so much 
because she can really connect to the 
lyrics and transfer the emotion into her 
singing.

Manna likes chemistry in school, saying 
there is so much to discover but she wants 
to work hard and follow the music path. So 
with her proud parents supporting her all 
the way, Manna is aiming for Grade 5 in 
the near future.



The Poetry of Challenge

As a poetry enrichment task, students across 
the Delta schools were given the task of 
writing a poem to inspire positivity in the 
face of challenge. 

Students first considered what sort of 
difficulties do people have to overcome, 
whether relevant to themselves or to others. 
Then they were reminded of what features 
makes a good poem. Having decided the 
story they wanted to tell and how to present 
it, they wrote their first draft.

After refining the first draft, the poems were 
handed in and these, from Y7 & Y8, are the 
winners. For Y7 Alisha was awarded first 
place with Gracie-Mae coming second and 
Suzie taking third. For Y8, Jake was the 
winner with Alice runner up and Katie 
coming third.

Well done to you all. Superb poems.

What we longed for
By Alisha, Y7

Hope, happiness, exploring,
Something that we all longed for in the 

lockdowns.
Sadness, negativity, isolation,

What we all really suffered for during 
the lockdowns.

Speaking over the fence to the 
neighbours,

The clap for the NHS at 8:00pm every 
Thursday on our front porch in the first 

lockdown,
Rainbows filling people’s windws, 
showing that they were doing us 

favours,
Helping us push through, push through, 

push through.
All we needed was what we longed 

for; positivity.

We all hoped for it to end, 
Nearly six months trapped,

Only one chance to escape reality 
everyday,

No escaping, no friends, no happiness.
We needed a change,
We needed to socialise,
We needed our friend.

All we needed was what we longed 
for; positivity.

When it finally ended,
We all thought it was over,
But only four months later,

The UKs lives flipped upside down yet 
again;

Lockdown, 
That dreaded word.

Schools closed for another three 
months,
Isolation,

No adventures,
No socialisation.

All we needed was what we longed 
for; positivity.

Looking back on it now,

Don’t ever give up
By Suzie, Y7

Whenever you fall down
Always remember there’s someone 

around
Don’t forget to ask for a hug or a talk

Or maybe even go for a long walk
Always remember I am here to listen

Especially when you feel like you have 
gone missing

The earth might swallow you up
But please don’t ever give up.

You may feel alone
Almost like no ones home

You might feel like you don’t belong
But just remember to always stay 

strong
The earth might swallow you up
But please don’t ever give up.

Life might be a mess
But remember you’re a treasure chest

Don’t let the world control you
Because it doesn’t have a clue
The earth might swallow you up

But please don’t ever give up 

The Test of Persistence
By Jake, Y8

There once was a mountain
Which was most incredibly tall.

It was an achievement to reach the top

But all who tried would fall.
One day, a man tried to reach
The top, even if it caused strife

But little did he know,
It’d be the climb of his life.

Climbing. Climbing. Up the mountain

Going from rock to rock.
Today this man knew

That he would not stop!
He reached the mid-way point

And thought he would win,
But slipped on erosion
And really hurt his shin

He fell down the mountain
Landing with a drop…
But thought to himself

‘I’m persistent- I won’t stop’
He tried again to reach the end

That was the highest height
And to reach it…

he would put up a fight!
He went from crack to crack
Reaching higher than before

He knew he’d make it this time
He knew it in his core

So, there it was, after all the pain

He had reached the top
And thought to himself
‘I knew I wouldn’t stop!’

So, remember this reader
And tell it to your friends

If you fail a task
Don’t let it be the end.

Believe
By Gracie-Mae, Y7 

My head is a jungle of words,
from what they said about me.

Rumour upon rumour,
it’s like I am carrying a mountain on 

my shoulder.

Every day I am seeing people on 
social media,

With long legs, thin stomach and no 
spots.

I am staring at the screen,
full of jealousy upon jealousy.

But as long as you remember, 
your friends are here to listen.

You can keep climbing the ladder,
but with some ups and downs along 

the way.

Always remember, what you think 
you create,

what you feel you attract,
What you imagine you become,

and what you believe you work for. 

My home isn’t home anymore,
but the people there are.

The ground beneath my feet is 
crumbling,

but I can build it back soon.



One Day
by Katie, Y8

Everything scares me,
It makes me feel small,

I just want to hide,
I don’t want to stand tall.

My parents love me,
So for them I’ll try,

But when it comes to people.
It makes me want to cry.

One day it will stop,
One day I’ll beat it,
People are my fear

But my parents are my med kit.

Pressure
By Alice, Y8

Wake up with dread
It’s another day
Pain in my head

Pressure’s building up

Time’s running out
Homework is due

Pressure is building up

6 hours, 6 hours of dread
6 hours of my brain being dead

Tests again
Trying to work thought the pain

Be calm they say
But it’s too late…

But I stand up.
I stand tall.

It’s almost over! I recall.

Prom 2022

After the stress of GCSE Exams, comes the 
final rite of passage for the Class of 22.  The 
prom is always a dazzling affair held in the 
luxurious setting of Hemswell Court.  Having 
spent hours in preparation, our guys and 
gals arrive in style.  Some are nervous, 
others shaking with excitement but those 
there to witness the arrivals, smile.  The 
difference is children in school uniform are 
shown to be young adults ready to take on 
the world.



Golf to the Fore

Daisy’s 8th Kyo

Fourteen specially chosen Y9 leaders from 
our sports department spent the day at 
Elsham Golfclub helping to run the final of 
the primary golf competition. Schools from 
all over the region, such as Louth, came to 
compete.

While our students had a taste of how 
difficult it is to drive a ball, the youngsters 
used plastic clubs.

Katie, Phoebe and Sophie told Vale Views, 
the competition involved a series of 
challenges that practised putting and were 
run by our leaders. The score from each 
event was kept and tallied to find the 
winner.

Our leaders were selected from an initial 
cohort of 25 students for their ability to 
explain the challenge to the primary pupils 
as well as other attributes. About 90 pupils 
were split into teams of ten and vied for the 
winner’s shield. It was a hot, intense day but 
enjoyed by all.

Y3 & Y4 winners were Eastoft CofE primary 
School, and Y5 & Y6 winners were Springfield 
Primary, Grimsby. Well done!

Daisy, a student at Brigg Sixth Form, finds time in the evenings to 
practise her new passion, Karate. Recently, she has achieved 
her yellow belt after taking up karate less than a year ago. She 
would have taken it sooner had it not been for an injured ankle.
She says it’s like having an extended family and goes between 
two to four times a week, fitting it in around her job shifts. When 
she’s finished 6th Form, next year, she wants to continue 
attending in Brigg. She says that each week they concentrate 
on a certain move, or strengthening a part of the body and 
while it does make her muscles ache, she’s finding it strengthens 
her whole body and is a great stress relief.

Achieving the yellow belt was hard work and comprised of 
showing knowledge of different techniques such as 
self-defence and sparring as well as her favourite, Kata – 
performance.  

Well done Daisy and thanks for sharing your achievement 
with us.

Summer is traditionally the time for athletics. 
Our sports day will be held after this issue has 
gone to press but between Easter and the 
warmer weather, our sports teams have been 
as active as ever. Top right is the Y8 football 
team that were the Scunthorpe and District 
Plate finalists who narrowly lost to St Bede’s. Top 
left is our Y8 rounders team. Left, Y7 & Y8 
compete at the indoor Scunthorpe and District 
Athletics.  Bottom and right are the Quad Kids, 
students from Y7 & Y8 who took part in the 
Adam Simms cup competition.  Events covered 
100m, 800m, long jump, javelin and high jump. 

Some Summer Teams



Daisy, a student at Brigg Sixth Form, finds time in the evenings to 
practise her new passion, Karate. Recently, she has achieved 
her yellow belt after taking up karate less than a year ago. She 
would have taken it sooner had it not been for an injured ankle.
She says it’s like having an extended family and goes between 
two to four times a week, fitting it in around her job shifts. When 
she’s finished 6th Form, next year, she wants to continue 
attending in Brigg. She says that each week they concentrate 
on a certain move, or strengthening a part of the body and 
while it does make her muscles ache, she’s finding it strengthens 
her whole body and is a great stress relief.

Achieving the yellow belt was hard work and comprised of 
showing knowledge of different techniques such as 
self-defence and sparring as well as her favourite, Kata – 
performance.  

Well done Daisy and thanks for sharing your achievement 
with us.

An Informed Choice Welcome, to Year 5

It’s never too early to start planning your 
career path through life. Our in-house 
careers fair presented colleges, universities 
and possible careers as diverse as 
marketing, building and horse racing. All 
students from Y7 to the sixth form were given 
time to visit and see what is on offer.

It’s the time of year when we fling open our 
doors wide and invite year 5 from our local 
primaries to come and sample what we do so 
they can make an informed choice about 
where they want to continue their education. 
There’s much to look forward to in the clean 
and modern setting of The Vale Academy. 
Whether students are academic or practical 
orientated, you’ll excel at The Vale.

The Y5s sampled samba, sliced salads, boiled 
dragon’s blood, made amazing keyrings, 
dabbled in drama, studied symbols of the 
American Indian culture, dined on pizza, and 
that’s only a taste of The Vale.

Welcome, to Year 5



Held at Quibell Park, our students took part in the North Lincs School District Athletics 
competition. This involved track and field events and there were some memorable 
individual results.

North Lincs Schools District 
Athletics Competition

The student leadership team had an exciting time quizzing members of North Lincs Council at the 
Democracy Day for youth councils, held at the Baths Hall. They worked in teams to decide where 
our money should go and there was much debate as to whether the voting age should be lowered 
to 16 with as much for it as against. It was an interesting and informative day. Well done all.

Democracy Day



Final Goodbye

Dear Parents and Carers

It hardly seems possible that this is the final 
letter I am writing to you as Principal. I know 
it is a cliché, but I honestly cannot believe 
how quickly the time has gone.
It has been an honour and a privilege to be 
the Principal of The Vale for the past nine 
years. During this time there have been 
many changes. The most obvious being that 
I was fortunate to be able to oversee our 
new build and the move to our new site in 
January 2017. We now have some of the 
best facilities in the area which have 
enhanced students’ learning and will 
continue to do so as we move to the future.

During this time, I have worked with an 
amazing team of staff whose dedication to 
our students has been second to none. I 
shall fondly remember the many Vale events 
including concerts, school productions, 
visits, camping, sports days…in fact there 
are too many to mention individually! I have 
got to know many parents and families over 
the years and their support has also been 
invaluable. I have also been supported by a 
team of Academy Advisory Board members 
all of whom are volunteers as parents or 
members of the wider community. I would 
like to thank everyone past and present who 
has played a part in making The Vale such a 
great place to learn and work.

Above all, I would like to thank our students. 
They are some of the nicest young people 
you could hope to meet. It is always lovely 
to hear of their many successes as they 
progress through life, with many of them 
returning to the academy to visit us after 
they have left. We are looking forward to 
another good set of GCSE and A Level 
results this summer and I know that our high 
standards will be maintained as the 
academy moves forward.

I would also like to mention Mrs Jayne Keeler 
and Mrs Jo Weatherall who are also both 
retiring this summer and thank them for their 
huge contributions to music and drama 
respectively. We wish them both happy and 
well-deserved retirements. We also wish Mrs 
Leanne Greaves good luck as she moves to 
a new post at Goole Academy and thank 
her for her contribution to History. Good luck 
also to Miss Hannah Clarke from our SEN 
department as she leaves to undertake 
initial teacher training.

I have every confidence that under Mr 
Collins’ leadership the academy will 
continue to grow and flourish. I look forward 
to hearing of the academy’s future 
successes, however in the meantime I wish 
all our staff, students and their families a 
wonderful summer holiday.

With every good wish for the future.



@TVABrigg

01652 294511

Atherton Way, Brigg, DN20 8AR

info@valeacademy.org.uk

valeacademy.org.uk
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